
 

It has been a busy year for our 
Pierre Toussaint Scholarship 
Program, and the scholars 
continue to amaze me with their 
wonderful disposition and 
generosity of spirit.  Last fall we 

had over ten scholars and alumni attend our Annual Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund 
Awards Dinner - of whom were involved in the evening’s program.  Also in November, 
we had four scholars attend the Black Lives Matter Symposium at Xavier University of 
Louisiana.  In January, another four scholars traveled to Haiti with the Pastor of St. Mark 
the Evangelist Church in Harlem and a number of his parishioners.  And in our continued 
efforts to be of service, we participated in two service projects with Catholic Charities in 
December and January.  Articles on many of our activities are included in this edition of 
our newsletter.  More over, now that the Summer is upon us, we are preparing for the  
3rd Annual Scholars Retreat at The College of New Rochelle, our largest retreat to date.  
We’re also excited to have four scholars that will be attending World Youth Day in 
Poland for an international pilgrimage with the Pope in August...and that’s just to name a 
few of the many things that have been going on with the program over the past several 
months.  But most importantly, I’m thrilled to welcome 13 new students into the PTS 
family,  as we also congratulate our eight wonderfully active scholars who have graduated 
this spring.  Although I’m always a little sad during this graduation season, I couldn’t be 
more proud of these graduates and their wonderful accomplishments, and I look forward 
to seeing them join the great ranks of our awesome alumni!  Until next time, work hard & 

pray often! - Leah 
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Pierre Toussaint Scholars  with                 

Mr. Robert Smith,                                       

2015 PTSF  Awards Dinner Honoree. 

Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund  

Awards Dinner on Nov. 9, 2015 
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Scholars & Alumni at the                             

PTSF Awards Dinner with                                

CBS News Anchor, Maurice DuBois 

PT Scholars & Alumni after a tour of 

Pierre Toussaint’s life in the city.  

PTS Delegates to Haiti   

Left to Right: Marco R., Akua F.,                                 

PT Director, Terrence H. & Irene M. 



 

JANELLE C. 

fordham UNIVERSITY (Bronx, ny) 
Ba IN COMMUNICATIONS & MEDIA, minor new media 

parish:  ST. PETER & PAUL, MOUNT VERNON 

High school:  ACADEMY OF OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL 

“Pierre Toussaint has been my rock throughout my four years of college.  
During times of hardship the program was there to pray with me and in 
times of joy and happiness it was there to celebrate with me.  I am forever 
grateful for the opportunity I was given to be a member of this great           
family.  I say family because that is exactly what the Pierre Toussaint         
Scholarship Program has been for me, a loving and caring family.  To my 
fellow scholars, I wish you all the best in your endeavors and thank you 
for being the greatest set of people I have met.” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “After graduation I hope to attend graduate 
school to obtain my Masters in Education.  I also intend to be working.”) 

 
 
 

Akua f. 

UNIVERSITY of Connecticut (mansfield, ct) 
Post Baccalaureate program 

parish:  church of St. Joseph, croton falls 

High school:  kennedy catholic high school 

“Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program has allowed me to excel towards 
my future goal.  I truly have been blessed to continue my studies as a 
graduate student at UCONN.  My time at UCONN has been rigorous 
and challenging but at the same time it has been rewarding and I am 
thankful that the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program has guided and 
supported me throughout the whole process.  Having a support team 
that constantly checks on me and wishes the best for me is a blessing.   
I was fortunate that even after my undergraduate studies they still 
looked out for me, well into my graduate studies.  I truly thank the  
program for wanting me to continue on my roadmap to becoming a 
physician.  I wish all my fellow scholars, those who are graduating and those still in school, to continue to 
work hard and prosper in your endeavors.  Even after graduating, stay in contact and get involved.  The  
program wants the best for you and they are always there if you need guidance and support. ” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “I am currently applying for the 2017 cycle for medical school and taking the 
MCAT this summer.  After that process, I will be working in either Southern Connecticut or New York.”) 

Congratulations to our graduates  

Class of 2016 



Terrence H. 

Monroe college (new rochelle, ny) 
Bs in criminal justice 

parish:  ST. Charles Borromeo, harlem 

High school:  charter school for agriculture, 

engineering and construction industry Hs 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program has been instrumental 
to my success in college.  Without the love and support of my 
friends, family, church family, and last but not least God, I do not 
know where I would be and for that I am grateful.  I am proud to 
say that I am a college graduate and alumnus of Monroe College. 
Lastly, I would like to thank my lovely and wonderful scholarship 
coordinator, Leah Dixon, for sticking by my side through my              
college career.  Without her love and support I don’t know what I 
would have done...love you Leah!!!  As for my fellow scholars, I 
look forward to your future success.  I am here to support you if 
need be, and don’t be afraid to reach for the stars.  I look            
forward to you all becoming alums of the PTS Program.” 

(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “I am ready to see what my future holds career wise, now that I am                
officially done with college.”) 
 
 
 

Omari h. 

Virginia state university(Petersburg, va) 
Ba IN mass communications 

parish:  ST. Charles Borromeo, harlem 

High school:  cardinal Spellman high school 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program always reminds me to help 
those who are in need and can’t help themselves.  To never be closed 
minded to a situation and always open-hearted.  The program has helped 
me in various way.  By granting me a scholarship every semester, the 
money either went to books or towards my tuition.  I also admire how 
Leah never once forgot about those who travel to different states for 
school.  She always made sure I was doing okay and if I needed something 
she would help provide it.  Thank you Pierre Toussaint Scholarship              
Program!” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “After graduation I am doing a lot of             
freelance photography.  I am creating myself a brand (OneClick) and I am 
making memories with every click.”)  

Congratulations to our graduates  

Class of 2016 



 

 

 

Kevin n. 

fordham UNIVERSITY (Bronx, ny) 
Bs IN finance, minor in economics 

parish:  ST. JOSEPH OF THE HOLY FAMILY, HARLEM 

High school: CHELSEA CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION HS 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program has provided me a great deal of 
encouragement and support throughout my college career.  I am not only 
grateful for its financial assistance, but perhaps even more grateful for  
giving us an invaluable network of students and graduates from within the 
archdiocese.  The program organizes retreats, annual dinners, workshops 
and volunteer opportunities that give scholars moments to bond in  
fellowship and meet other young adults who are actively participating in 
various ministries in the church and Catholic schools.  I am particularly 
grateful for having gone to Xavier University in New Orleans to attend its 
Black Lives Matter Symposium.  We were exposed to a powerful              
educational opportunity and to New Orleans’ unique culture.  I thank 

Brother Tyrone, Ms. Dixon and the many people who support the program through prayers and financial 
assistance.  I offer my prayers to the scholars as they continue pursuing their college career and wish my  
fellow graduates well in their future endeavors.” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “I am currently searching for a job in impact investing and entry level              
consulting that will use my finance education and social impact experience to build socio-economic           
change through business.”) 

OZIOMA o. 

State university of New York at albany 
Bs in human biology 

parish:  sts. Philip & james church, bronx 

High school:  academy of mount saint ursula 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program has been like a second family 
to me throughout my college career.  It was not always easy but it felt 
good to have a mentor like Leah who has been supportive and always 
there for me.  The scholarship also helped me a lot as a science major with 
my expensive coursework materials.  Through the summer retreats and  
winter workshops I got the opportunity to meet and make amazing 
friends and learn instrumental skills that I need for the future.  It has been 
a wonderful experience being a part of this program and I want to thank 
everybody from Brother, Leah, the sponsors, and my fellow scholars for 
all your continued support and prayers over these past 4 years.  And a big 
CONGRATULATIONS  TO THE CLASS OF 2016! ” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “After college I plan to work in the health-
care field and gain more experience before I begin graduate school.”) 

Congratulations to our graduates  

Class of 2016 



Anthony marco r. 

Manhattan college (riverdale, ny) 
Bs in biology, minor in chemistry 

parish:  ST. rita of cascia shrine church, bronx 

High school:  cardinal hayes high school 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship meant an opportunity to experience 
the world for what it is.  For me this was Haiti, and I will never forget 
how Haiti has shaped and evolved my mind.  Despite the extreme              
poverty that we witnessed, it definitely is a place where people (even 
if they are extremely poor) are happy and prideful.  The scholarship 
money that we scholars receive every semester is nice but that wasn’t 
the most important in the grand scheme of things.  It was the goal             
behind that support that this scholarship was all about. ” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “I will be taking a year off, I will be 
studying for the MCAT to take in December.  I will be applying to 
graduate school as well.”) 
 

 
 
 
 

Tevin s. 

Rensselaer polytechnic institute (troy, ny) 
Bs in material engineering 

High school:  salesian high school 

“The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Program provided me with the ability 
to help others that may not be as fortunate as I am through the various 
Winter Workshops attended.  These workshops also enabled me to learn 
valuable professional skills that I will take into the workforce and utilize 
within my career.  Most importantly, the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship 
Program helped me stay in touch with my faith and God throughout my 
time in college as well.  Lastly, what made the program worthwhile was 
the opportunity provided to me to travel to New Orleans to the Black 
Lives Matter Symposium at Xavier University, which really allowed me to 
make a greater connection to the current social injustices being faced.  
Furthermore, I would like to say congratulations to all of my fellow 
graduates and good luck to the current scholars as well.” 
(POST GRADUATE PLANS:  “I will be proudly working as a Process Engineer within the Manufacturing, 
Technology and Engineering (MTE) Division at Corning Incorporated!”)  

Congratulations to our graduates  

Class of 2016 



my journey to HAITI by Akua Frimpong 

My reason for going to Haiti was 

to experience a culture that I have 

never experienced before, as well 

as to find similarities and              

differences between Haiti and 

other countries that I have        

previously visited.  One of the 

many aspects of the trip, that 

struck me the most was the             

educational system.  

 

As a former teacher and a current 

student, I am reminded daily 

about the importance of having an 

education.  I believe education 

allows freedom and the independ-

ence to prosper in one‟s own way.  

We visited a few schools on our 

trip where students, as well as 

adults, were waiting to greet us.  

Some of these buildings were  

colorful and displayed a form of 

artwork presenting a place to 

learn and to have fun.   When we           

visited these schools, the children 

were sitting down on their wooden 

chairs.  At one school, the          

students stood up every time we 

walked in, and then sat down 

when we passed by. They even 

sung to us. The pride and joy in 

their voices sounded so beautiful 

as they smiled because of our 

presence.   We handed out note-

books, pens, pencils, and other 

school supplies (much of which 

were collected by our fellow PT 

Scholars).  The children and the 

adults were so excited and very 

grateful for the materials.  It was a 

wonderful sight to have seen and 

to know that the things we take for 

granted like a pen or pencil can 

make a child smile.  Many  

children and adults wanted more of 

the supplies and who couldn't 

blame them; they traveled from 

And who could blame them - they 

traveled from all directions to come 

see us on a day when they                 

normally do not have school.  

School is in session Monday 

through Friday.  Some would travel 

as much as 20 minutes by car, so I 

could only imagine how long that 

took them by foot.  Yet the determi-

nation is there because they are 

showing up and they are making 

an attempt to learn with what little 

they may have.   

Another school we visited was           

being rebuilt after the earthquake 

destroyed it.  On such a hot sunny 

day, I could not picture myself          

sitting in the classroom with no fan 

or AC.  Although the new school 

had installed windows that could 

open and close allowing ventila-

tion, I felt uncomfortable; yet I was 

impressed to know that children 

would rather sit in the heat and 

learn than not learn anything at all.  

At that specific school, teachers 

got paid about 12 dollars a month 

and students have to pay about 

100 dollars/year for tuition.  This 

sounds like nothing in comparison 

to the U.S. but for a lot of Haitian 

families 100 dollars is not easy to 

make.  To make matters even 

more pressing, 100 dollars could 

easily add up to 300 dollars due to 

buying books, supplies and paying 

for teachers' salaries.    

A director at another school that 

was currently being built was      

explaining to us the activities and  

programs he has set up for the 

children to be more involved 

within the community.   He              

collected all types of resources 

from foods to games for his stu-

dents so that they can all types of 

resources from foods to games for 

his students so that they can          

continue their education.  This all 

sounds like something the govern-

ment is supposed to provide;  

however, I did not see much         

government involvement.  In fact, I 

was not really sure what role the 

government played in education.   

I learned that the children of Haiti 

were promised by the government 

to have free education but that 

has not really happened; and so, 

because of this there are children 

who struggle to go to school.  

Most will only be able to attend 

elementary school mainly be-

cause they cannot afford a higher 

education and there aren‟t enough 

colleges (high schools) and       

universities in Haiti.  Private and 

public schools are similar so it 

does not quite matter which one a 

child goes to, but the prestigious 

schools are for the rich which the 

majority of Haitians are not.     

Education allows people here to 

be self-sufficient.  There are those 

who are trying their best to build 

up their country through                 

education.  Hopefully with the         

determination and loyalty that  

Haitians display for a better            

education, they will be able to rise 

above the factors that have              

contributed to so much of the           

sufferings we hear them face        

today. 





 
hope for st. Gabriel hospital of lascahobas by Irene Martinez 

 

     When Father Freddy Washington, the leader of our pilgrimage group to Haiti, said that we would be           

visiting the local hospital of the mountainside town of Lascahobas, Haiti, I admit that I already had certain 

thoughts in mind. Just a few days ago, I was at James J. Peters Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in 

the Bronx for one of three rotations required of me as a third-year pharmacy student; I had obtained            

permission to miss two days mid-rotation to participate in this trip to Haiti as one of the four Pierre Toussaint 

Scholars in our group. To me, “hospital” was a word that stood for a life-giving place, a bustling building with 

medical teams and technology that could sustain breathing and heart rates.  Perhaps the inpatient-inclined 

side of me was a little biased.  My surprise at the reality of St. Gabriel Hospital would have been less if            

someone had explained that it was being used as an outpatient clinic. Nevertheless, my eagerness grew  

during the twenty minutes of the detour back and around mountainside construction, and the rickety tossing 

and turning of our air-conditioned van as we slowly attempted the dirt road incline that would lead us to Saint 

Gabriel's. 

     Saint Gabriel Hospital was a concrete structure two stories high that stood silently across an empty gravel 

parking lot bordered by a red entrance gate. From its facade, it looked like an abandoned building branded 

with the words “HOPITAL St GABRIEL de LASCAHOBAS.” As my group of twelve exited the van, we               

hurriedly crossed the lot in order to stand in the building‟s shadow for protection against the relentless             

midday sun. We took a couple of group pictures out front and then entered the generous waiting room,                      

consisting of a welcome desk with the receptionist, benches where five people were waiting, and a cabinet of 

the patients' paper medical records. Dr. Pierre soon greeted us and proceeded to give us a tour, speaking in 

Creole as Father Freddy translated in English. 

     The back of the waiting room led to the open courtyard at the center of the building, around which were 

the patient rooms. The second floor followed in a terrace fashion, accessible by a steep, unfinished ramp or  

a flight of deep, uneven steps without a railing. As Dr. Pierre opened each door, he told us each room‟s                 

purpose: urgent care, pharmacy, specialist's office, X-ray room, maternity ward, female ward, male ward. 

There were many, many rooms full of beds, though they were all empty. The single operating room was not 

yet functional, he told us, because though they had equipment, the tiling of the floor and walls was                    

unfinished, and the nonporous surfaces were necessary to have a more sterile environment than semi-

porous concrete. As we toured upstairs, he explained that these were boarding rooms for visiting physicians 

or traveling medical mission groups. He told us how in the past, for example, a group of eye doctors had 

come once a year to service the town at this site. When we rounded a corner, he pointed at a door and told 

us that that was his own boarding room. He is the only physician at the hospital for 5 days a week, 24 hours 

a day, with another physician who takes his place on the weekends. Father Freddy translated for us that              

Dr. Pierre earns $75 a day to support his wife and three children. 

     As we finished the tour, I realized how I had been absurdly misled by my preconception of the word 

“hospital.” I should not have expected a facility on a mountainside where residents only receive electricity 

after 7 PM to be able to sustain inpatient care. I had seen the mighty building of the Bronx VAMC and its            

resources and technology and had foolishly equated them with health care. But I had forgotten that, more 

importantly, the essence of health care is in the hearts of individuals who have such deep compassion for 

others that they desire to heal the sick. We left a luggage of ordinary supplies for Dr. Pierre, mostly consisting 

of bandages, ointments, and gauze, but I wish we could have done more. St. Gabriel Hospital needs more 

than just the one-time donation used to build it, and even then, St. Gabriel Hospital needs more than just 

money. It needs organization in order to continuously buy and transport supplies up its dirt road (one day, 

may it be paved). It needs medical staff to be trained and to work there when the building and its resources 

improve. But, where can this money or this management be found? Where can this staff be found, if the other 

young doctors in Haiti work abroad after completing their studies?  

 On our last day in Haiti, Father Freddy asked us, When during this trip did you see hope? My answer 

was, In Dr. Pierre, because even though he knows he could earn more working elsewhere, he must have the 

deepest belief that one day, that empty building of St. Gabriel Hospital will become a health care center for its 

people. 



Front lot of St. Gabriel Hospital 

A glimpse of the  

road off the  

entrance gate 

The emergency room 

Supplies in the corner of the  

emergency room 

The group listens to Dr. Pierre 

as Father Freddy translates 

The Pharmacy 

The unfinished operating 

room 

The maternity 

ward, one of the 

more complete 

rooms 

The female ward on the 

second floor 

Second-floor view 

The pediatrics ward on 

the second floor 

One of the boarding 

rooms for traveling 

health care providers  

The unfinished 

stairs leading to 

the second floor 

Patients’ paper  

medical records 

Pictures taken by Irene Martinez 
SUNY Buffalo 

School of Pharmacy ‘17 



 Four scholars (Tevin S., Irene M., Kevin N., & Terrence H.) traveled to New           

      Orleans for Xavier University‟s first annual Black 

      Lives Matter Symposium on November 6-7,  

       2015.  The group was accompanied by their               

        Director, Leah Dixon and the Dean of Students at 

      The College of New Rochelle, Tiffani Blake.  The 

            scholars attended workshops and presentations, 

         and networked with students and professionals 

      from varying disciplines from across the country.  

      Our New York delegation was very warmly            

       welcomed by the Director of the Institute for 

      Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University,          

       Rev. Maurice Nutt, CSsR, D.Min. and the    

      university‟s new president, Dr. C. Reynold Verret.  

      We also had the wonderful opportunity to meet  

       Bishop Fernand Cheri, OFM, the Auxiliary 

Bishop of New Orleans. 

 



The Winter Workshop held on January 5, 2016 focused on 

“Service & the Gift of Giving: Poverty & Hunger,”  with            

presenters from Centro Altogracia, Mission Frere and the NYC            

Department of Homeless Services.   Later in the day, scholars 

worked in collaboration with Catholic Charities to prepare care 

packages and did a „Homeless Run‟ in and around the Union 

Square area (on what turned out to be one of the coldest days of 

the winter).  Scholars, ever so eager to serve, were a living                   

example of Pierre Toussaint.  Additionally, two scholars (Clarisa G. 

           & David L.) 

           posted selfies for   

           the 2016 HOPE 

           Count campaign 

           sponsored by the 

           NYC Dept. of 

           Homelessness. 



The Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund (PTSF) and Program was established in 1983 and administered by the                     

Archdiocese of New York, Office of Black Ministry.  PTSF has provided scholarships to graduating high school 

seniors of diverse backgrounds from public, private and parochial schools throughout the Archdiocese of New 

York, to assist them with the educational fees and expenses associated with their college studies.  Students                     

selected into the PTSF are chosen based on their strong academic record, their active participation with their                 

parish and school communities, and their demonstration of good character and sound leadership ability.                     

Scholarship awards are renewable for up to 3 consecutive years, based upon their meeting certain academic and 

service requirements.  PTSF also provides the scholars with ongoing mentorship and advisement:  spiritually,        

professionally and personally.      

To obtain more information regarding and /or to support the Pierre Toussaint Scholarship Fund                                                         

contact the office at 646-794-2681 or via email at obm@archny.org.  

 

PIERRE TOUSSAINT SCHOLARSHIP FUND—OFFICE OF BLACK MINISTRY—ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK                          

1011 FIRST AVENUE, 7TH FLOOR — NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022  

THE PIERRE  TOUSSAINT SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

IS GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY  

THE BLACK & INDIAN MISSION OFFICE 

ALUMNI GATHERING 

PTS alums decided that after 

the first ever Alumni Dinner 

last summer, that they wanted 

to keep the momentum going 

of staying connected with the 

program and one another.  

Therefore, on Thurs., January 

28th alums gathered for an 

evening of fun and fellowship 

at Angel of Harlem.   

A 2nd Annual Alumni Dinner 

will be held at Carmine‟s            

Restaurant in Manhattan on 

Thursday, June 30th.  When 

they all look forward to             

welcoming the 2016             

graduates as new PT ALUMS! 


